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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Stephen G. Sullivan (Reg. No. 38329) on 12 March 2009. 

The claims have been amended as follows: 

31 . A method for providing data integration and exchange between a plurality of 
client applications over a network, wherein each of the client applications access a 
respective data source, the method comprising: 

(a) providing an adapter AP at each of the client applications that provides a first 
set of methods for the client applications to use to translate data in the respective data 
sources into XML format, wherein the data sources of each of the client applications 
store different types of data in different formats, wherein the data from a given data 
source is not directly accessible by the other client applications that utilize data of a 
different type or format; 

(b) modifying each of the client applications to invoke the first set of methods in 
the adapter API to convert the data in the respective data sources into XML format 
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according to a registered schema definition and saving the XML format data from the 
respective data sources in XML files; 

(c) submitting each of the XML files to an import repository at a server, wherein 
the import repository is separate from a database at the server; 

(d) prior to storing data from the XML files in a database, validating each of the 
XML files in the import repository against a document type definition (DTD) 
corresponding to the respective data sources; 

(e) parsing the validated XML files in the import repository and storing 
name/value pairs in a database at the server according to a hierarchy specified by the 
corresponding DTD, thereby standardizing the data from the data sources of the client 
applications; and 

(f) including a second set of methods in the adapter API for the client applications 
that provides consumption logic and methods for automatically exporting data defined in 
a Web-based schema registry, from the database into the client applications using Web 
services. 

32. A computer-readable medium containing program instructions for providing data 
integration and exchange between a plurality of client applications over a network, 
wherein each of the client applications access a respective data source, the program 
instructions for: 

(a) providing an adapter API at each of the client applications that provides a first 
set of methods for the client applications to use to translate data in the respective data 
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sources into XML format, wherein the data sources of each of the client applications 
store different types of data in different formats, wherein the data from a given data 
source is not directly accessible by the other client applications that utilize data of a 
different type or format; 

(b) modifying each of the client applications to invoke the first set of methods in 
the adapter API to convert the data in the respective data sources into XML format 
according to a registered schema definition and saving the XML format data from the 
respective data sources in an XML file; 

(c) submitting each of the XML files from the client applications to an import 
repository at a server, wherein the import repository is separate from a database at the 
server; 

(d) prior to storing data from the XML files in a database, validating each of the 
XML files in the import repository against a document type definition (DTD) 
corresponding to the respective data sources; 

(e) parsing the validated XML files in the import repository and storing 
name/value pairs in a database at the server according to a hierarchy specified by the 
corresponding DTD, thereby standardizing the data from the data sources of the client 
applications; and 

(f) including a second set of methods in the adapter API for the client applications 
that provides consumption logic and methods for automatically exporting data defined in 
a Web-based schema registry, from the database into the client applications using Web 
services. 
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33. A data integration system, comprising: 
a network; 

a server coupled to the network, the server including a schema registry, an 
import repository, an XML loader, a database, and a published adapter API at each of 
the client applications that provides a first set of methods for translating data in 
respective data source into XML format; and 

a plurality of client applications coupled to the network and in communication with 
the server, wherein each of the client applications access the respective data source, 
and wherein the data sources of each of the client applications store different types of 
data in different formats, wherein the data from a given data source is not directly 
accessible by the other client applications that utilize data of a different type or format, 
and 

wherein at least a portion of the client applications includes a corresponding 
schema definition and document type definition (DTD) registered with the schema 
registry, and the portion of the client applications includes generation logic for making 
calls to the first set of methods in the adapter API, such that data in the respective data 
sources are converted into XML format according to the corresponding schema 
definition and stored in XML files, 

wherein each of the XML files is submitted to the import repository at the server, 
wherein the import repository is separate from a database at the server, wherein each 
of the XML files in the import repository is validated against the corresponding DTD 
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prior to storing data from the XML files in a database, and wherein the XML loader 
parses the validated XML files in the import reposition and stores name/value pairs in 
the database at the server according to a hierarchy specified by the corresponding 
DTD, thereby standardizing the data from the data sources of the client applications; 

wherein the adapter API further includes a second set of methods for the client 
applications that that provides consumption logic and methods for automatically 
exporting data defined in the schema registry, from the database into the client 
applications using Web services. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NATHAN PRICE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4196. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5:00pm, Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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